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CENTRAL SERVICE AREA – PLANT AND SOIL SCIENCE WORKSHOPS 

 
The Central National Technology Support Center (CNTSC) is offering six Plant and Soil Science 
Workshops.  The subject areas/agenda items will be the same for each workshop, but the speakers will 
vary.  Speakers will include those from the Land Grant Universities that serve the States represented at 
the workshop, ARS scientists, NRCS employees from those States represented, and specialists from the 
Central National Technology Support Center. 
 

March 25 – 27, 2008, Temple, Texas 
April 15 – 17, 2008, Ardmore, Oklahoma 

May 6 – 8, 2008, Manhattan, Kansas 
May 20 – 22, 2008, Ames, Iowa 

June 3 – 5, 2008, Hickory Corners, Michigan 
June 17 – 19, 2008, Brookings, South Dakota 

 
Tuesday – Soil Quality – Moderator (TBD) 
 
8:00 a.m. Introductions      Bill Kuenstler, Agronomist  
  Overview of Workshop     Central National Technology  
         Support Center 
         NRCS, Fort Worth, Texas 
 
  Soil Carbon – Effect on Soil Quality   Speaker TBD 
 
  Soil Biology Changes     Speaker TBD 
 
9:45 a.m. BREAK 
 
  Soil Compaction – Symptoms, Causes, Treatment Speaker TBD 
 
  Introduction to Soil Quality Test Kit   Edward Griffin, Soil Scientist 
   Where/how it can be used   Central National Technology  
   Contents     Support Center 
   How to use test results    NRCS, Fort Worth, Texas 
    
 
 
11:30 a.m. LUNCH 
 
12:30 p.m. FIELD EXERCISE – Soil Quality Evaluation  All Workshop Participants 
          
 
  Investigation of Soil Quality Using the Soil Quality Test Kit 
   Small groups, hands on 
   Perform selected tests 
   Interpretation of results & discussion 
 
  Soil Pit – Physical Soil Quality Characteristics 
   Rooting patterns 
   Compacted layers 
   Available soil moisture 
   Plastic limit 
 
5:00 p.m. ADJOURN 
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Wednesday – Plant Materials and Residue/Biomass Management – Moderator (TBD) 
 
8:00 a.m. Role of Plant Materials Program in    Joel Douglas, Plant Materials 
  Technology Development and Delivery   Specialist, Central National 
         Technology Support Center 
         NRCS, Fort Worth, Texas 
         
 
 
 
  Plant Attributes to Address Resource Concerns  Speaker TBD 
   Wind and water erosion 
   Phytoremediation 
   Soil quality 
 
9:45 a.m. BREAK 
 
  Crop Residue/Biomass – Importance    Speaker TBD 
   Contribution to soil carbon cycle  
 
   Resource protection    Jerry Lemunyon, Agronomist 
   Erosion reduction    Central National Technology  
   Moisture conservation     Support Center 
         NRCS, Fort Worth, Texas 
   
  Cover Crops      Speaker TBD 
   Cropping system diversity 
   Nutrient management 
   Pest management  
    Disrupt weed/disease/insect life cycles 
 
 
11:30 a.m. LUNCH 
 
  Cover Crop Management    Speaker TBD 
 
  FIELD EXERCISE     All Workshop Participants 
   Perennial biomass crops 
   Cover crop demonstration plantings 
   Measuring biomass production 
   Terminating cover crops 
 
5:00 p.m. ADJOURN 
 
Thursday – Cropping System Diversity and Integrated Pest Management (IPM) – 
Moderator (TBD) 
 
8:00 a.m. Crop Rotations – Benefits    Speaker TBD 
   Disrupt weed/insect/disease cycles 
   Herbicide tolerance/resistance 
 
  Dynamic Cropping Systems    Speaker TBD 
 
  Integrated Pest Management (IPM)   Speaker TBD 
   Overview and concepts 
 
9:45 a.m. BREAK 
 



DRAFT AGENDA 

(DRAFT as of 1/31/08) 

 
  Local IPM Projects     Speaker TBD 
   Short presentations from all states  
   represented at workshop 
 
  Opportunities to Promote IPM Using USDA Programs Speaker TBD 
 
 
11:30 a.m. LUNCH 
 
  IPM and Biomass Harvesting    Speaker TBD 
 
  IPM in Organic Production Systems   Speaker TBD 
 
  FIELD TOUR      All Workshop Participants 
   Demonstrations of IPM practices/activities 
 
5:00 pm ADJOURN 


